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New York, 1926. Marcel Duchamp is organizing a major exhibition of the
Romanian sculptor Constantin Brancusi’s work, but when the exhibits arrive at
the harbor, customs officers refuse to treat them as works of art and impose
the import duty applicable to “consumer goods”—to the tune of $40,000. With
the help of Duchamp and his other American contacts, Brancusi sues the
American government and the court has to decide what constitutes a work of
art. The argument, which centers around one of Brancusi’s Bird in Space
sculptures, lasts several months, with various other artists and expert
witnesses called by Duchamp to answer the questions posed by Brancusi, who
is still in Paris. Supported by his partner Marthe and encouraging letters from
friends such as Fernand Léger, Alexander Calder, Man Ray, and Jean Cocteau,
the nervous and quiet artist attempts to define abstract art and the distinction
between art and craft. Meanwhile, on the other side of the Atlantic, Duchamp
is tearing his hair out over the questions raised by the court, which seem to
reduce the act of artistic creation to the level of manufacturing. Ironically, the
man who coined the term “readymade” finds himself powerless in a country
that seems hostile to new and fresh ideas.
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BRANCUSI,
VENEZ VOIR!
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SAISIR LE GESTE AU
PLUS PRES DE LA VERITE
DU MOUVEMENT. CEST LA
TRANSITION D'UNE
ATTITUDE A UNE AUTRE
QUL FADT VOIR.

VENEZ PARLA €1
REGARDELLED

DANSEUSES. ¥ TRANSMETTRE
OBSERYEZ, L FAUT P CE MOUNEMEHNT.
SAIGIALE TE VRALY /-
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_CEST LA RELATION DU CORPFS YOUS SEMTEZ
A LESPACE QUi ENVIRONNE. iL CET AT WFAUT
FAUT ar:mbm.mﬁm JOUER AYEC A
ENTOURE... HN3PIREZ, Mmmsli RESISTANCE, iL

FAUT LE DEPLACE
NOYez 7 o

C'EST DANS CET
ESPALE QUE LA
FIGURE DOIT BE
DEPLOYER. iL FAUT
EENTIR CET ESPACE.

ON NE PEUT PAS
FAIRE DE LA SCULFTURE
EN RE GARDANT LA TERRE.
ILFAUT YOIR PLUS
Lot

D&Ns LESPACE, LA FIGURE
T SE REVELER, S'ELEVER, SE
cmnmn,smuon.:n CEST
DANS LE CiEL Qu L FAUT
REGARD!

L'NSTANT D'APRES, LA FIGURE EST ms
L'AiR. ALORS, CEST LAIR AUTOUR GQUE

SCAPTEZ, CEST AR AUTOUR QUi EST m'newi’
GEST LESPACE QUE VOUS DEVEZ SCULPTER!
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VOUB NEGLIGEZ TROP
SOUVENT L'ESPACE,
VOUS AUTRES. LEVEZ
LENEZ )
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JEN Al RAS LE BOL
DE CE VIELIX RODIN ET DE
SES GRANDS DISCOURS !
IL RABACHE TOUJOURS
LE® MEMES CHOGES.

LA SOLUTION NESTPAS
DANS VOB MAINS, QUOI QUE
VQUE PENSIEZ... CEST L'ESPACE,
C'EST L' ATMOSPHERE Qui
DETIENT LA VERITE.

B, MO
CONSTANTIM, _
TuU WAS POUVOIR,

MAIDER.

IL NOUS PARLE
SANS ARRET DE LESPACE,
MAIS TOUT CE QU'IL NOUS

LAISSE FAIRE, C'EST
SES MAUDITS MOULAGES.

—
Dis SURTOUT
Ql¥iL TEFAIT
DE L'OMBRE !




