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At the turn of the 20th century, society is in tumult.
Anarchist groups have turned from political terrorism to
nonviolent revolution, seeking to escape the world’s
injustice by returning to nature. Against this backdrop of
upheaval, Fortuné Henry travels alone to a remote clearing
on the edge of the vast Ardennes Forest, there to found his
own colony: L’Essai. Many will join him. Some will leave.
Others will stay. In colors by turns muted and vibrant, but
always sensitively attuned to the setting and character,
Nicolas Debon breathes life into the true story of a short-
lived utopia.
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Le 14 Juin 1903, ASSURE DU CONCOURS DE QUELQUES CAMARADES
AUNQUELS J'AVAIS FAIT PART DE MOM PROJET, JE DESCENDIS A
LA HALTE QUi MARQUE LE DEBUT DE LA FORET DES ARDENNES.

DEs MILLE FRANCS DONT JE DISPOSAIS, JAVAIS
FAIT ACHETER, SOUS LE MOM DUN AMI, FOUR
DE HUIT CE FRANCS TERRAIN.
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UN PRE IMMENSE ENTOURE DE BOIS,
COUVERT DE SOURCES, EMINEMMENT
PROPICE A L'ETABLISSEMENT DONT JAvAIS REVE.
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