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In the run up to the 1958 World Cup in Sweden, eleven elite footballers of
Algerian origin left France and made their way in secret to a camp run by
Algeria’s National Liberation Front. Their aim: to set up the first Algerian
national team and turn it into an ambassador for the global independence
movement. Their task was not an easy one. They were forced to travel the
world in secrecy, often having to cross several thousand kilometers of desert in
a minibus to get to their matches, where there were no substitutes waiting on
the benches to share the effort. Nevertheless, over the course of more than 80
matches, this team of star players turned vagabonds would go on to
accomplish feat after feat.
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TREIZE ANS PLUS TARD.

DIMANCHE 13 AVRIL 1958,

SAINT-ETTENNE, STADE :

GEOFFROY-GUICHARD. .. B L DRIBLE UN
DEFENSEUR
BITERROIS ...

MEKHLOUFi A
RECUPERE LE
BALLON POLR
SAINT-ETIENNE ...

ATTENTIOOON...
MEKHLOWUFi...

SAINT-ETIENNE
REVIENT A 2- ET
LES VERTS SONT
RELANCES DANS
CE MATEH !

Ho ..
ET BUT !l QuEL
BUT EXCEPTIONNEL
DE MEKHLOUFi !!!
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BONATO ET STOJASPAL
REPARTENT DU MILIEU
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NJO LEA REPREND
DOUCEMENT SES
ESPRITS, MAIS
MEKHLOUFi NE
BOUGE PLUS...

QUEL cHOC
TERRIBLE A LA
RECEPTION !
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NJO LEA ET
MEKHLOUFi
VIENNENT DE

SE PERCUTER €
VIOLEMMENT !l © |

DECIDEMENT, CE NEST
PAS LE JOUR DE SAINTE,
DEJA MENE 2 A 1 PAR
UN CLUB DE BEZERS
POURTANT RELEGABLE.
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P9 ESPERONS QUE ¢A NE
SOIT PAS TROP GRAVE
FQLIJ L'ATTAQUANT DE
L'EQUIPE DE FRANCE,
A DEUX MOJS DE (A
COUPE DU MONDE !

MEKHLOUFI UN BON
RETABLISSEMENT ... LE JEU
VA REPREMDRE, DANS UN
CHAUDRON REFROIDI PAR
LES EVENEMENTS ..
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DIRE QUL VENAIT
TOUT JSTE DE
REDURE LE SCORE
POUR SAINT-ETIENNE !
HALALALALA,
LE FOOTBALL PREND
PARFOIS DES ALLURES
DE TRAGEDIE !



